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must have been beaten with little resistance; but the enemy had made no disposition to oppose the immediate landing. Some few picquets in my front retired as I advanced. In the course of half-an-hour a considerable part of my brigade were on shore, and I was enabled without opposition to take my position fronting the Helder. Immediately upon my right Sir James Pulteney, with the reserve and part of General Coote's brigade, landed also without opposition; bub they fell in with a body of the enemy as soon as they began to advance. They drove them for some distance rather hastily, and perhaps too far, as they at last met at the termination of the sand-hills in a plain a considerable corps of cavalry and infantry with cannon. These attacked in their turn. A very hot action commenced, and lasted till about 3 P.M. Sir Ralph found it necessary to advance with the grenadiers of the Guards to Sir James's assistance. At length the enemy retired. Our loss in killed and wounded was 452. Lieutenant-Colonel Hay of the Engineers, Sir Ralph's aide-de-camp, was killed by a cannon ball at Sir Ralph's side; so was Colonel Smollett of the Guards. Colonel Hope, Adjutant-General, was wounded in the leg, and a good many other officers were wounded. Whilst this action was passing upon the right I pushed my advanced posts forward some distance towards Kuyck-Duinen. Some riflemen came out and skirmished with them for a short time. Sir Ralph upon landing came to my post and from thence to the right, and he returned to me as the action there was over. Our situation at this moment was unpromising. An enemy was on both our flanks, and we were in a position which, however favourably it had been represented by maps, proved to be extremely bad. Sir Ralph determined that at night I should attack the Helder. A part of the Guards were to assist. It was evident that if we failed, immediate measures must be taken for re-embarking. A cutter at this time arrived with news that Major-General Don had sailed from England with 6000 men to reinforce us. This made a material change. Much, however, still depended upon the success of my attack. Many